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ABSTRACT

Thepresentpaperseekstoexploretheroleandpositionof

IndianwomaninapatriarchalsocietyasdepictedbyArundhatiRoyinThe

GodofSmallThings.Royhaspresentedthecriticism ofthedeeprooted

socialconventionsofexploitationoffemalelivingonthemarginandhas

been neglected fordecades.ArundhatiRoy herselfsaid in a recent

interview withHuffPost:“Everyfreedom wehavetoday,wehavebecause

offeminists.”

The God ofSmallThings is a greatwork ofMs Roy,depicting the

predicamentofwomenthroughthreegenerations.Mamachi,Ammuand

RahelarethesymboliccharactersofchangingIndianwoman,from amere

toyinthepatriarchalsocietytoarebellionsandfreeindividual
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Gender-bias,discriminationintherightsofwomenandfeminism arethe

relevantthemesexploredbypostmodernwritersintheirworks.Undoubtedly

,familyandsocialaswellaspoliticalcustomsplayanimportantrolein

disadvantagingwomen.Socialstructureandinstitutionsaresobuiltupasto

sanctifythepersecutionofwomenbecauseinmostofthecivilizations

socialstructuresarebasicallypatriarchalArundhatiRoy’snovelTheGodof

SmallThingschallengesthispositionanddepictswomenacrosstheglobe,

worldwide,regionallyand nationallycapable ofholding and constructive

implicationsoftheirownfemalenessandwomanhood,

ManyIndianwomenwritersinEnglishraisethequestionof



silencinganddeprivingoftheirexistenceinapatriarchalsetupofIndian

society.Theirconcernaboutwomen’sliberationisquitevisibleintheirworks.

Tothepostmodernfeministwritersespeciallyitisthehumanlife,withits

puzzledambiance,whichistobediscovered.Sopostmodernfeminists

refusedtoconfinethemselvesindepictingthesubjugated,traumatizedand

botheredlifeofawoman,whohasbeenthevictim oftheilltreatmentina

man-madesociety.Tothem itusnotonlyThedilemmaofwomenbutof

humanbeigns whichgivesoutasahappyhuntingground.Wecanfind

tracesofsuchtreatmentintheDarkholdsNoterrorofShashiDeshpande

andinTheGodofSmallThingsofArundhatiRoy.InThegodofSmalThings,

theWomencharactersareillustratednotonlyaswomenbutalsoasbman

beingsmultipartandbaffledinsociety.ThecharacterslikeAmmuandRahel

moveviolentlytodissectanddecodethefirm mysteriesofourexistence.

Theyrevoltagainstthepatriarchalsetupwhichistryingtodenythem the

rightofexistence.The three generations ofThe God ofSmallThings

presentedbyArundhatiRoyaresymbolicofthepredicamentofwomen

Mammachi,AmmuandRahelTheyaresubjugatedandsubjected

tocrueltyandinhumanhandling.Pappachi,animperialentomologistworld

donatemoneytoorphanagesandleprosyclinicbuthehasdifferentattitude

withthefemalesinhisfamilyas:

‘Butalonewithhiswifeandchildren,heturnedintoamontrons

bulley,withastreakofviciouscunning.Theywerebeaten,humiliatedand

thenmadetosuffer”(TheGodofsmallThingsP.180)

Thenonelpresentsthestateoffemaleinpatriarchalsetupofsouth

Indian families.Mammachi,BabyKochamma,Ammu and Rahelare the

executivesoftheirownpostmoderncultureandthroughthem Roygivesthe

gradualchangeinthepositionofwomaninthesociety.

Mammachi,thewifeofimperialentomologistPappachi,standsforthe

firstgenerationwomanSheproductivelyusesherkitchentalentsinto a

businessofpickle-makingandturnsitintoacottageindustry.Pappachi,who

isjealousofhiswife’svictory,turnsmoreviolentandbeatsherpitilessly.



Moreover,he feels insecure writh the age-gap and his wife’s youth.

Mammachihad exceptionaltalentformusic,especiallyviolin ,Itwas a

mistakeonthepartoftheAustrianteachertotellPappachithathiswifewas

talented,forthisremark.releasedalltheanimalfuryofjealousyinhim asRoy

writes:

“Thebeatingsweren’tnew.Whatwasnew wasonlythefrequencywith

whichtheytookplace,OnenightPappachibrokethebow ofMammachi

violinandthrewitintheriver.”(TheGodofsmallThingsP.48)

ArundhatiRoyexplainsthevariousreasonsofhisjealousyas:

Pappachiforhispart,washaving troublecoping with theignominyof

retirement.Hewas17yearsolderthanMammachiandrealizedwitha

shockthathewasanoldman,whenhiswifewasstillinherprime(TheGod

ofsmallThingsP.47)Thewealandbumpsonmammachi’sheadwereample

proofsofbeatingswithabrassvasebyPappachi,whichhasbeenconsidered

asman’srightstojusticeinthePatriarchalsetupofIndiansociety.

Ammustandsforthesecondgenerationpresentedinthegodofsmallthings

byArundhatiRoy.Shemaybeviewedasthemouthpieceoftheauthor

herself.Throughhercharactertheauthorunfoldstheplaceofseparatedor

divorcedwomeninoursociety.Everyoneinthefamilylooksdownupon

Ammuforthereasonthatshetransgressedthecustom ofarrangedmarriage

whichendedinadivorce.Wefindaclearexampleofgenderbiaswhenwe

compareherpositionwithherbrotherChacko.Hehaddonethesame,still,he

enjoyseverythinginhislife.Ammuwasdeniedonhercollegeeducationfor

Pappachithinksthecollegeeducationcorruptsawoman.Toescapefrom her

father’sviolenceAmmumarriesamanofherownchoiceas:

“Shethoughtthatanythinganyoneatall,wouldbebetterthanreturningto

Ayemenem.”(TheGodofsmallThingsP.39)

ButShejumpsfrom afryingpanintoa blaze,Thecharm ofahappymarried

lifesoondisappearedandAmmubecomesavictim ofherhusband’sdrunken

violence.Whenallthesethingsstarttoaffectthetwoyearoldtwins,Ammu

decidestoleaveherhusbandandreturnsreluctantlytoherparent’shome,



where she was never welcomed. She is permitted to Stay “ on

sufferance.”ArundhatiRoywrites:

“Forherself–she knew thatthere would be no more chances.Only

Ayemenem.Afrontverandahandabackverandah.Ahotriverandpickle

factoryand in thebackground ofconstanthighwinning mewloflocal

disapproval(TheGodofsmallThingsP.43)

In thesamecondition,herbrotherchacko getspleasurefrom loveand

esteem from thefamilymembersandthesocialorder,whereasAmmuand

herkids are agonised and abandoned.The authoralso refers to the

discriminatoryapproachofMammachitowardsAmmu,andchacko.Herstate

developsintoworsewhenherfamilycomestoidentifyaboutherbanned

relationshipwithalowcasteParavanVelutha.Whereaschackoisconcerned

his”men’sneed”arewellorganizedbyhismotherMammachi.Withhis“needs”

sheistogenerousbut,nosuch“understanding”isextendedtoAmmu.There

isnoconceptofA “woman’sneed”.Infact,MammachithinksofAmmu’s

relationshipwithVeluthaas:“likeadogwithabitchonheat”(TheGodof

smallThingsP.257)

Ammuhasbeendishonouredbyherfather,badlytreatedanddeceivedbyher

husband,abusedbyherownbrotherandbadlytreatedbythepoliceand

society.Eachofthem Pronouncedthemale,chauvinistideologythatshe

shouldnotexistanywhereasawife,sister,daughterorevenasacitizenora

humanbeing.IntheIndiansociety,adaughterhasnoclaim totheassets,as:

“LegallythiswasthecasebecauseAmmuasadaughter,hasnoclaim to

theproperty.”(TheGodofsmallThingsP.57)andChacko’scomments

confirmsthisclearly:

“whatisyoursismineandwhatismine,isalsomine.”(TheGodofsmall

ThingsP.57)BabyKochammaalsohasthesimilaropinionasChacko:

“asforadivorceddaughter,accordingtoBabyKochamma,Shehas

nopositionanywhereatall.andasforadivorceddaughterfrom alove

marriage-well,wordscouldn'tdescribeBabyKochamma’soutrage.Asfora

divorceddaughterfrom anintercommunitylovemarriage,BabyKochamma



chosetoremainquiveringlysilentofthesubject"(TheGodofsmallThings

P.45-46)ss

Ammuhasbeenpresentedasatragicfigure,awomanstrugglingagainsther

familyandsocietyAsRangaRaoputsit:

“In Ammu,the novelisthas presented with compassion-a woman,a

feministlockedinastrugglewithherfamilyitshiddenmorality,withsociety

andtragicallywithherself.”(Bhatt,IndiraP.47)

Theidiosyncratichandling between sonsand daughtersappearsto be

extendedtotheirchildren.ArundhatiRoyconstructsmostofthescenesof

hernovelsuponthedifferenceintreatmentbetweendaughtersandsonsIn

Ammu’s character,the authorhas presented a rebellious woman.She

demonstrateshowawomanwithhighpassionandstrongwillwhocreatesa

threattothedespoticorderofsociety,isquicklybrandedasdangerous.

ArundhatiRoy often used metaphors ofmadness and animality while

describingAmmu’snature,whichshowsthatduetoherspirit,Ammufeelsno

shameinsatisfyingheremotionalandbodilydesires.Sheisawomanwho

outragessocietybyhereccentricbehaviourandpaysthepenaltyforbreaking

theeventualtaboo,bylovingamanbelowhercaste,Allthesethingsleadher

toherprematuredeath:

“Ammudiedinagrimyroom inthBharatLodgeinAlleppey,whereshehad

goneforajobinterviewassomeone'ssecretary.Shediedalone……..shewas

thirty-one,notold,notyoung,butavia-able,die-ableage(TheGodofsmall

ThingsP.161)

InthethirdgenerationoffemalesArundhatiRoypresentedthecharacterof

Rahel,arepresentativeofawomanofthepostmoderneraRahelisan

attemptofthenovelisttobreaktheshacklesofoldcustomsandburdens

oftheorthodoxsociety.Asenseofantagonism againstthereadymade

opinions,atypeoffemaleiconoclast,wecanseehereThedivisionalso

infusesthedifferentsensesofidentityamongthedifferentgenerationsof

womenintheGodofSmallthings,MammachiorAmuisseenascomplicit

orasanantagonisttothemaleorderormanmadesociety.ButforRahel,

thereisnodisparitystuckbetweenthefeminineselfandthemaleorder.



Sherepresentsthefourthwavefeminism,forherattitude.LikeAmmu,her

mother,Rahelalsomovesinandmovesoutofarushedmarriage:butthe

onlydistinctionbetweenthetwoisthat,thereisnotraumaofphysical

abuseinthecaseofRahel.Sheevenbreaksthelawsoflovemoralityby

committingincestwithherownbrotherEstha.Rahelisthetwinsisterof

Estha,soshehasnaturalbondwithhim thatenableshertounderstand

andfeelwhathethinks,,feelsandexperiences.TheysharetheirMothers

terrorsandRahelsharehissorrowsandpurplemoods.RahelandEstha

developapeculiarattractionforoneanother.Thetwoseeksalvationin

illicitrelationship:

“TheylaylikethatforalongtimeAwakeinthedarkQuietnessand

Emptiness.NotoldNotyoungButaviabledie-ableage.(TheGodof

smallThingsP.327)ButRahelinnotworriedorafraidofman-madelaws

orestablishments She echoes the authors deepestpassions abouta

womanandherpositioninthepatriarchalsetupofasocietyShealso

generatesalineofclashbetweentheolderandtheyoungergeneration.

TheoldergenerationisrepresentedbyMammachiandBabyKochamma

whoaccepttofunctionbytherulesoftheestablishedsocialcustoms.But

theyoungergeneration.whichisrepresentedbyAmmuandRahel,become

inspirationalfigureto thinkabouttheprocessofliberationandsocial

alteration.

TheGodofsmallthingsisessentiallyataleofthosewomenorsmallThing

whohavebeenrelegatedtothemarginofsocietyandhavetopayaheavy

priceforbeingbornasawoman.
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